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Common CFC Questions

1.
What is the  Combined Federal Campaign?

· A charitable fundraising program established and administered by the Director of the Office of Personnel Management (OPM)

2.
What is the scope of the CFC?

· The CFC is the only authorized solicitation of employees in the Federal workplace on behalf of charitable organizations.  A campaign may be conducted during a 6 week period, as determined by the LFCC from Sept 1 – Dec 15 at every Federal agency in the campaign community in accordance with the regulations set forth by the OPM.  The CFC is the only authorized solicitation of employees in the Federal workplace on behalf of charitable organizations.  Only by written request to the Director of the OPM, may federal employees, with permission granted, solicit outside of the CFC.  Permission is granted only in the cases of emergencies and disasters.
The Director exercises general supervision over all operations of the CFC, and takes all necessary steps to ensure the achievement of the campaign objectives.

4.
What are the Campaign Objectives

· To support and to promote philanthropy through a program that is employee-focused, cost-efficient and effective in providing all Federal employees the opportunity to improve the quality of life for all.

· To achieve increased participation of Federal employees in the CFC by soliciting 100% of the Federal work force.

· To maintain a fair and level playing field for all participants.

3.
Who does the CFC solicit?

· Any person employed by the Government of the United States or and any branch, unit, or instrumentality there of, including persons in the civil service, uniformed service, foreign service and the postal service.

4.
Who does the campaign benefit?

· Human Health and Welfare organizations that have applied and met the campaign requirements.

5.
How is the CFC Structured?

· The CFC is overseen by the LFCC.  The campaign is managed by a PCFO organization.  The CFC is divided into federations and unaffiliated organizations.  These can be international, national and local.  The CFC is an independent fund drive for federal employees and is not affiliated in any way with any of the organizations or Federations except as a conduit for federal employee donations.  Donors may give their money to a Federation, to an organization under a federation, or to an unaffiliated organization.

A. What is the LFCC

· LFCC stands for Local Federal Coordinating Committee.  The LFCC is comprised of Federal employees and is responsible for the oversight of the local CFC in conformance with the regulations and policies established by OPM.  They make all final decisions regarding the CFC.  They are also responsible for all facets of the campaign for their respective military base or Federal agency.

· Additionally they ensure that the activities and functions required of the PCFO are kept separate from any non-CFC operations of the organization.  The LFCC must verify that the PCFO keeps and maintains CFC financial records and interest bearing bank accounts separate from the PCFO’s non-CFC financial records and bank accounts.

B. What is a PCFO?

· PCFO stands for Principal Combined Fund Organization.

Every year, the LFCC selects one of the voluntary organizations involved in the CFC to administer the local campaign under the direction and control of the LFCC and the OPM Director.  The goal of the PCFO is to conduct an effective and efficient campaign in a fair and even-handed manner aimed at collecting the greatest amount of charitable contributions possible.  In order to be the PCFO, a charitable organization must submit a timely application in accordance with the deadline set by the LFCC.

C. What is a Federation?

· A Federation is an umbrella of health and welfare organizations that are established for the purpose of supplying common fundraising, administrative and management services to its members.  There are local, national, international federations.  Local federations apply to the LFCC.  National and International Federations apply directly to the Office of Personnel Management in Washington D.C. 

D. What is an unaffiliated agency?

· An unaffiliated organization is an organization that applies to the CFC on its own behalf.

6.
How are the Funds Disbursed?

· Donors are encouraged to designate their gifts to specific organizations (up to 5) OR to Federations that are listed in the Campaign Brochure.  If one chooses to designate a gift to a federation, the contribution is used to support the work of the Federation or is shared with its affiliated agencies in accordance with the Federation’s policy.  Designations may only be made to organizations that have been included in the Campaign Brochure.   Write-ins are prohibited.  If one chooses to make a contribution but does not want to specify where that contribution is to go, the contribution will still be accepted.  These undesignated funds are then shared among all of the organizations listed in the Campaign Brochure in the same proportion that the organizations received designations.
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